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Course description 

Main objective is to introduce the methods of structural and semiotic analysis in cultural 

anthropology. 

Goals and competences: The course provides knowledge of the possibilities of structural and 

semiotic analysis in cultural studies and the development of structuralism in anthropological 

science; it also develops an appreciation of the diversity of cultures as semiotic systems, as well 

as enhancing capacities for semiotic reading in the anthropological discourse. 

 

Syllabus: 

 

• Analysis of social structures in the French anthropology before Claude Lévi-Strauss 

(Émile Durkheim, Marcel Mauss). 

• Analysis of the dualistic social organizations, elementary kinship structures and myth by 

Claude Lévi-Strauss (“Wild Thought,” “The Structural Study of  Myth” “The Story of 

Asdiwal”). 

• The anthropological category of purity as a structural principle: Mary Douglas “Purity 

and Danger” 

• Structure vs. anti-structure (Turner’s theory of the ritual process) 
• Structure as hierarchy (Homo hierarchicus and Homo aequalis by Louis Dumont) 

• A.J. Greimas and the Paris school of semiotics. Semiotic discourse analysis: figurative 
layer, narrative grammar and the elementary structure of meaning. Axiological and 

ideological aspect in narrative analysis. Mythological reconstruction as study of the 

Lithuanian culture and identity (works by A. J. Greimas, V. Savukynas). 
• Culture as a semiotic system (Clifford Geertz). Semiotics of nature: anthropology beyond 

the human world (Euardo Kohn). 
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